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Programme
New secondary school building for 
approximately 400 students with a 
double gymnasium, music rooms and an 
outdoor sports facility.

Concept
Two clear building volumes set perpendi-
cular to one another form an autonomous 
urban disposition in part of the northern 
periphery of Zurich largely shaped by 
modernist ideas. They create two triangu-
lar open spaces: a place of arrival on the 
street, and in the depth of the site a quiet 
school yard. 
Their main entrances are located at the 
point where the two volumes almost 
touch one another. A double height foyer 
forms the entrance to the school building 
and borders on the multi-purpose room 
as well as the staircase. On the first floor 
one finds the library and staff rooms. The 
second storey is a kind of division, in 
which the cafeteria is found surrounded 
by a covered terrace. A bridge over the 
sports hall leads to the all-weather pitch. 
Above this floor the everyday life of the 
school continues. There are three class-
rooms floors with a total of six clusters 
of classrooms and group rooms set 
around a versatile centre. The special 
rooms are found on the uppermost floor.
The two floors of the school building and 
the sports hall are distinguished by a 
high level of transparency, which reflects 
their semi-public uses. in the school 
building, the expression changes on the 
floors above the glazed cafeteria. The 
spandrels in the facades of the teaching 
floors are clad with greenish shimmering 
photo voltaic elements, which emphasise 
the horizontal. Along the south facade the 
staircase projects out over the entire 
height of the building.

I s e n g r i n d  s e c o n d a r y 
s c h o o l

Location: Im Isengrind, 8046 Zürich
Type of contract: Competition, 2020
Client: City of Zurich, Building Department
Landscape architecture: S2L GmbH, Zürich


