Thurgauerstrasse

Location: Thurgauerstrasse, 8050 Zurich
Type of contract: Competition, 1st Prize 2017
Construction phase: 2021-2024
Client: City of Zurich, building department
Construction volume: CHF 54 Mio. (BKP 1-9)
Provided service: 100% TL SIA 102
Landscape architecture: Pauli Stricker GmbH, St.Gallen
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Programme
Primary school with 18 classrooms and 2
nursery schools, canteen, childcare, music
rooms and double sports hall.
Concept
The L-shaped, 90-m-long new school
building is part of a pattern of large
buildings alongside Thurgauerstrasse. The
building turns towards a neighbourhood
park and forms a park facade. A linear
rectangular playground is located to the
west, towards the small-scale neighbourhood of single-family houses.
A projecting part of the building marks
the entrance on Thurgauerstrasse, which
via a generous staircase leads to an
internal “boulevard” at the level of the
playground. Three further entrances lead
from the playground to the horizontal
access area and via three staircases to the
two upper floors. There is a total of six
clusters, each consisting of three classrooms, two group rooms and a supervision room. The kindergarten as well as the
cafeteria and the multi-purpose room are
located on the level of the playground.
The access to the sports area, kitchen and
music rooms is located on the basement
level. The workshop and therapy rooms as
well as the entire staff area are located in
the park-side wing of the building, which
has its own entrance.
The building is characterised by a regular
ribbon facade with panels under the
windows made of corrugated polycarbonate with photovoltaic panels behind
them. Depending on the time of day and
the lighting conditions, the building
appears very different. Trellises along the
closed end facades allow for dense greenery on the facade. The large, visible roof
is intensively greened, which is both
ecologically and aesthetically valuable.
This is possible because the required photovoltaic surfaces are integrated in the
facade and the thermal collectors (PVT) in
the edge of the roof.
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