Hotel Walhalla

Location: Poststrasse, 9000 St.Gallen
Type of contract: Competition, 1st Prize 2016
Client: AXA Winterthur
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Programme
Renovation and expansion of the Hotel
from 33 to 127 rooms.
Concept
The Hotel Walhalla at the St. Gallen
railway station is undergoing a considerable expansion, to include the adjoining
commercial building and a courtyard
building, increasing the number of rooms
from 33 to 127. Particular features of the
conversion include two staircases acting
as hinges between the building sections
and the clear spatial structures that allow
the three buildings to grow together into
a single entity. Inspired by the stylistic
devices of Heinrich Graf, from whose pen
the listed interior of the restaurant
originates, an enlarged, elegant city hotel
with an unmistakable character is created.
The interior of the sixty-year-old building is undergoing a complete renovation.
The once small-scale ground floors of the
hotel and commercial building merge into
one flowing, light-flooded space. This is a
lobby, bar and restaurant all in one, and is
distinguished by marble, chrome steel and
wood. The grand staircase at the transition from lobby to bar leads to the foyer of
the conference area on the first floor.
A simple, clear structure with rooms on
both sides of the corridors ensures good
orientation on the five hotel floors. While
the smaller business rooms face the quiet
inner courtyard, the deluxe rooms and
junior suites face the city.
The rooms exude a homely, elegant
character. Wall coverings in subtle colours, built-in furniture and object-like
lights create an atmosphere that harks
back to Heinrich Graf’s ideas, but at the
same time corresponds to a contemporary
zeitgeist.
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